
Class 1 Newsletter September 2016. 

Welcome to class 1 from Mrs Slocombe, Mrs Stansmore and Mrs Mayhew.  

Mrs Slocombe will be teaching from Monday to Thursday and Mrs Stansmore 

will be teaching on Fridays. Mrs Mayhew will be supporting the class every day. 

We are excited about the new school year and our theme of Animals, including 

humans. 

    In English we will be studying books called “Could a Penguin ride a 

bike?” and “The perfect Pet”. The children will be working on sentence 

construction and on using a variety of punctuation marks to include full stops, 

question marks and commas. 

Mrs Stansmore will be teaching geometry and measures in maths, and Mrs 

Slocombe will teaching the calculating element of the maths curriculum, starting 

with understanding place value, using apparatus and real situations to support 

the children’s thinking, and then going on to addition, subtraction, multiplication 

and division.             

   Science this term is about animals including humans, so we will be 

looking at the five senses and the skeleton, and comparing animals that are 

herbivores, carnivores and omnivores. We are also going to find out what kinds 

of animals live in our local area. 

Mrs Wilson will be taking the class for P.E. every day except Friday and they 

will need their P.E kit in school on those days. The class will go out in two halves 

and the other half will stay in to work on maths problems which will make it 

easier to teach specific skills to groups in both subjects. 

Mrs Reeves will be teaching the class on Thursday afternoons and will be 

teaching PSHE and RE. We will be looking at our whole school ethos and 

expectations, and will be talking about the growth mindset. This is a way of 

thinking which promotes a daily struggle within a safe learning environment and 



helps the children to understand that our brains stretch and grow when we find 

things challenging. We promote the idea that it is ok to make mistakes as long as 

we recognise them and learn from them with help from the adults and also from 

their peers. The children are all very good at talking about the “learning pit”. 

Ask them about it! 

Homework:  

Homework is changing this term. Pease read with your child as often as you can. 

You can use the school reading book, read at bedtime, visit the library and 

borrow books from the school library once it is set up in the cleaned Yurt… we’ll 

let you know when it opens later this half term. We will read with your child at 

least twice a week and they will read in a guided reading session with the 

teacher to help them with comprehension and understanding of the text.  

We will also be setting a challenge linked to the theme and a date by which to 

hand it in.  If you wish to have them, there are maths books at the appropriate 

level which we can give to you to support your child’s learning. We will send out 

separate information about the homework challenges next week. 

We will be holding Parent’s Evenings before half term, but if you have any 

questions beforehand please see one of the class staff after school. 

We all hope that your child has a happy time in class 1.   

 

With best wishes, 

Kate Slocombe and Heidi Stansmore. 

 

 


