
 

Dear Parents/carers, 

 

 

Welcome back to a new school year, I hope you all had a lovely summer and a nice 

break. The children have already had an exciting start back to school, with a brilliant trip 

to Beam House. The children had an amazing time and were a credit to you all!  

 

Our first topic of the year is ‘Heroes & Villains.’ This will cover many different subject 

areas across the term. The children will be completing work about real life heroes and 

villains and also fictional ones. This topic will have a lot of Science and Art based tasks. 

We will be focusing on a different superhero or villain each week. During that week, in 

Art, we will be drawing, painting, sketching and creating pictures of the hero/villain. In 

Science we will be looking at some of the superpowers they possess and basing our 

science investigations around these. This will include an investigation on sound, air 

resistance and the changing of states. 

 

In Literacy, we will start off the year by writing all about our trip to PGL. The children will 

be writing these in a chronological order, using lots of adjectives and adverbs to add 

detail and description. After the children have written their work up into neat, we will 

complete a short unit of work all about biographies. The children will learn about the 

format of biographies, discuss the features that are used and learn about different writing 

techniques they can use. They will be writing a biography about themselves and about 

their own heroes. During the term we will also be reading the book ‘Hatchet’ which will be 

a focus after half-term, along with creating their own comics based on their own 

superheroes.  

 

In SPaG, we are going to focus our learning on the book ‘traction man.’ This is an 

excellent book which helps show lots of examples of difficult SPaG related terms. We will 

be reading a small part at a time and learning about the different features used. We will 

discuss the use of nouns, verbs, adverbs and adjectives, look at a range of different 

punctuation and look at different tenses.  

 

Our first Maths topic this term will be place value. Ensuring children have a secure 

understanding of the value of each digit in a number and being able to read and write 

numbers past a million, is vital before moving onto any other areas. Here they will also 

be working with negative numbers, rounding and problem solving. After this short topic, 

the class will be working on their calculation skills. They will be recapping their 

knowledge of lots of different mental and written methods, whilst trying to gain speed and 

consistency. During our maths work, we will be completing lots of problem solving tasks 

to really stretch and challenge the children.  

 

In Computing the children are going to become spies. We are going to be thinking about 

different ways we can communicate. We will be using flag semaphore, Morse code and 

other types of communication. They will then have to find ways of decoding information 

and messages. We will discuss how this links to how computers work. Finally we will be 

discussing password security and how to stay safe online.  



In other subjects, we will be having another ‘faith week’ for RE. This was very successful 

last year; the children really got involved and enjoyed completing a range of activities. 

This year Class 3 will be learning about Sikhism. In Spanish the children will continue to 

learn some key words and phrases, which will help them with their conversational skills. 

Design & Technology will link with forest school and Science. The children will have 

many opportunities to make and build different things including an anemometer which 

will help them measure wind speed.  

 

History and Music will both be taught during a local history project. Monkleigh have 

been asked to be part of a production based upon the Rolle canal, which will be at 

Rosemoor gardens. During this project the children will learn about the route of the 

canal, complete some research into why and how it was created before learning some 

songs to be sung at the performance. We will be having some visitors popping in to help 

us with this project which will be exciting for the children.  

 

PE will continue to be taught by Mrs Wilson every day except Fridays. We try and get the 

children changed into their full PE kits at least once a week, so it is very important for all 

children to make sure they have their PE kit, including their trainers, in school every day. 

We will be strict on this in Class 3. This term Class 3 are also doing Forest School, so 

children will need a full change of clothes every Tuesday afternoon. Forest School will 

link in with the topic of ‘heroes’ which we are doing inside the classroom. We are going to 

focus on Bear Grylls and focus on lots of his survival tips.  

 

I won’t be sending home regular homework in the first half term, although there might be 

the odd project based piece to do. However, the children will be doing spellings in class 

each week, which I will put onto Dojo. So with spellings, reading and learning their times 

tables, there is always stuff to do at home if you wish! If they don’t know all their times 

tables off by heart, this is something that would help your child a lot! If you would like 

your child to carry on completing homework books, please come and see me or send in 

a note and I will find something for your child to take home with them which they can 

complete in their own time at home.  

 

If at any time during the term you have any concerns regarding your child or anything 

you would like to discuss with me, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

 

 

Yours faithfully,  

 

Mr Sussex 


