
Dear Parents/carers, 

 

 

I hope you have all had a lovely Christmas and a very happy New Year! 

 

Obviously this will be a busy term, particularly for the Year 6 children who will be completing 

their SATs just after Easter. I will be doing my best to ensure children do not worry about 

their SATs, we will try to look at it as an opportunity for them to show all the things they 

have learnt whilst at Monkleigh! We will continue to work on topics and other areas of the 

curriculum just like any other term. There will however, obviously be a little more focus on 

the Maths, reading, writing and SPaG so that the Year 6 children go into the SATs as 

confident as possible, as I know they want to do as well as they can.  

 

Our topic for this term is ‘World Wars’ We are going to learn about World War 1 this half 

term and World War 2 after half term. During this topic the children are going to learn about 

how the wars started, which countries were involved and why they became involved. The 

children will also be starring in their own WW1 drama piece which explains how the war 

started and they will be recording these and turning them into videos. Throughout the topic 

they will learn about the weapons and vehicles that were used, what life was like back in 

Britain (particularly for the women and children) and they will research information about 

some of the key battles that were fought. 

 

Because of how successful our faith weeks have been, for Science this term we are going 

to complete a Science week. This will be the first week back after half term. We will be 

spending the whole week learning about electricity.  During this topic the children will be 

learning about how to construct a simple circuit and will be using a variety of different items 

in them. They will be looking at the use of switches in circuits, where these are used in 

everyday life as well as investigating whether materials are conductors or insulators of 

electricity. Eventually the children will be making their very own quizboards, that light up 

when questions are answered correctly.  

 

In Literacy, we are focussing our work on the book ‘Archie’s War.’ This is a scrapbook 

written by a boy during the first World War. This book gives a great insight into what life was 

like for children during the war. During this unit of work we are going to focus on levels of 

formality, being able to change between formal and informal writing correctly. To do this the 

children will be writing letters, doing some diary writing and also scrapbook notes. For our 

SPaG work, we are going to continue reading the Traction Man books as they show brilliant 

examples of SPaG related features, such as passive voice, subordinate clauses, use of 

dashes and a variety of verb tenses. The children are becoming a lot more confident with 

their SPaG terminology. We will continue to work on these so that the children can 

consolidate their learning and be able to use most of these features in their own writing.  

 

During Maths this half term, we will be focusing on fractions, decimals and percentages. 

The fraction side of this unit of work will include adding, subtracting and multiplying fractions 

together, finding common denominators, simplifying fractions and finding fractions of 

numbers. The children will gain confidence when using percentages and when working with 

decimals whether it is adding, subtraction or multiplying them. We will then look at how 

fractions, decimals and percentages can be converted between each other. We will also be 

doing lots of arithmetic work ensuring children have confidence in answering any addition, 

subtraction, multiplication and division questions. After half-term, we will be going back over 



all the topics covered this year and in the previous year, making sure they gain confidence 

in any areas that they are struggling with. We will also be going through past papers so that 

the children are aware of how questions will be asked during the SATs papers and so that 

they feel confident about completing them!   

 

Our Computing will link with our history work. The children are going to learn a small piece 

of drama, which explains how the World War 1 started. In computing, the children are going 

to record these scenes, edit them on video editing software before putting it all together to 

create a small video.   

 

Art and Design and Technology will both link with the topic of ‘World Wars.’ During the 

WW1 topic the children will be creating their own little scrapbook pages based on ‘Archie’s 

war.’ This will involve them drawing little comic strips and cartoons all about the war. In the 

WW2 topic they will have go at making their own Anderson shelters or trenches.  

 

We had a very busy autumn term with Music, particularly with their Rolle Canal Production 

at Rosemoor and with the Nativity at Christmas that they all performed so brilliantly. This 

term we are very lucky to have a whole set of samba instruments. So we will be learning a 

little bit about the history of samba music, learning about each of the instruments and 

having a go at playing some music. 

 

PE will continue to be taught by Mrs Wilson every day except Fridays. This half term, we are 

going to be doing tag rugby every Monday. This means that it is really important that all 

children have their full PE kits in school, as there is a good chance that the children might 

get a bit wet and muddy! Some tracksuit bottoms and a carrier bag might be useful for these 

sessions. The children also need to make sure they have a change of footwear in school 

every day for normal PE. 

 

This term, I will be sending homework home each week. This is so the children can refresh 

their memories on different skills and methods they have learnt throughout the year and so 

they are best prepared for their assessments. The homework will usually include a maths 

piece and a SPaG piece, although sometimes a reading comprehension task may go home 

instead. Because it is really important for me to see how confident the children are with their 

homework, it would be brilliant if the children were to have a go independently first. If they 

need support and you are around to help, brilliant, but please just star the question so that I 

know if there is anything I need to go back over. The homework will be handed out each 

Wednesday afternoon and I will need it back in by the Monday so that I can get it all marked 

in time for the following homework. This will also give me enough time to go through the 

homework with any children that are not 100% confident with any aspect of it.  

 

If at any time during the term you have any concerns regarding your child or anything you 

would like to discuss with me, please do not hesitate to contact me.  

 

 

Yours faithfully,  

 

Mr Sussex 


