
Curriculum Newsletter Class R 

Autumn 2017 

 

Welcome back to your first school year at Monkleigh with Mrs Richards and Mrs 

Carlisle. 

 

All about me 

 

We will be kick starting the school year getting to know each other with the 

topic ‘All about me’ this will also encompass using the ‘Class Dojo’ as a positive 

learning tool for use at school and at home as well if you do so wish. We will also 

be introducing ‘Baby Bear’ our Class Bear and celebrating his birthday along with 

any others that we may encounter along the way.  

 

Heroes and Heroines  

 

Later in the term, our learning will be linked to the theme of heroes and 

heroines. We will be writing about our personal heroes and heroines and also be 

making and designing with this topic in mind. 

 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development: Each child will be given a coloured 

button to sit on called our carpet space and also, be seated with someone else in 

the class that will become our learning partner during carpet times.  

 

Through our topic we will be talking about foods we like, dislike and would like to 

try! The children will be given the opportunity to make a daily choice from the 

school menu which can be collected from the office if you would like a copy.  

 

In each of the different learning areas whether indoors or out, the class will be 

reflecting on how best to use the resources. We will slowly develop ‘top tips’ for 

learning as a class.  

 

Each week the children will be encouraged to complete their home learning tasks 

which support links with home and school and help your child to share what is 

important and valuable to them.  

 

Communication and Language: During carpet time we will be giving each other 

plenty of time to talk and share our ideas and feelings. The children will also be 

invited to share show and tell items from time to time allowing excellent 

questioning skills to be developed. (Please wait for a show and tell slip to be sent 

home before sending items) 



 

We will also use speech bubbles and talking pegs which can be found on 

interactive displays around the class. This will help us to focus on specific 

learning objectives.  

 

Throughout the learning environment we will be promoting good 

communication skills particularly with the role play area which will slowly 

transform into a setting of the children’s choice! Watch this space... 

 

Physical development: Lots of our Physical activities take place in the afternoon. 

P.E. is on Thursday. Please make sure that children bring a full named PE kit on 

Monday to be returned on Friday. 

 

On Tuesday the children will be joining in with ‘Write Dance’ which helps to 

refine gross motor movement and support writing skills. 

 

The children will be challenged throughout the different learning areas to 

improve their fine motor control too. This may include threading, painting, 

puzzles, craft, small world, construction and more. 

 

Literacy: We will learn daily phonics focusing on phase 2 sounds. The 

children will be encouraged to practice tricky words (which cannot be 

decoded with sound talk) and the high frequency words which they will be given 

to practice in the form of flash cards. These must all be read by sight.  

 

Children will read to an adult twice a week and books will be changed when 

the child can read with confidence and can show good comprehension. Please 

ensure you read regularly with your child to embed the daily phonics input your 

child receives. 

 

We will begin by writing labels and captions about our favourite things and later 

in the half term we will begin to write sentences relating to our heros and 

heroines.  

 

Maths: In keeping with our themes we will explore a different area of Maths be 

it Number, Shape, Space or Measure. We will be using collections of items to 

estimate and count reliably and add one more and one less. We will also be using 

our fingers to play double and half games and begin to work with number 

sentences using addition and subtraction symbols.  

 



We will be exploring 2D and 3D shapes to build and design a superhero den! We 

will also be going on a shape hunt around the school to identify shapes in the 

environment.  

 

Daily routine and continuous provision resources will continue to support 

all areas of maths giving the children real problem solving opportunities. 

 

Understanding of the World: Forest school is a real hands on way for the 

children to experience and make sense of their world. Mrs Wilson will run 

forest school sessions on a Monday afternoon and Mrs Carlisle will lead forest 

school sessions in the Class R allotment on Wednesday afternoons.  

 

Please bring Named kit including coat and wellies and any other weather 

appropriate clothing on the day. The children will change into their forest school 

clothes after lunch. 

 

The allotment project is ongoing throughout the year and the children will 

benefit from preparing, planting, growing, watering, measuring, observing and 

reaping the rewards through tasting with Mrs Carlisle.  

 

Please donate any unwanted gardening equipment to Class R including items from 

our following wish list if at all possible 

 

Seeds 

Hand tools (spades, forks, trowels etc) 

Bamboo canes 

Netting 

Manure 

Trays and pots 

Water butts 

Compost bins 

Sheds 

Green houses (plastic or glass) 

Watering cans 

 

If you or grandparents would like to get involved in any way please see Mrs 

Carlisle. 

 

Expressive Arts and Design: This term we will develop the skills needed to use 

craft materials and make models. We will also explore clay and dough. The 

children will be shown how to mix colours and experiment with this. 



 

There will be a big shared project to build a creative role play area too! 

 

Additional information 

Before school: For insurance purposes, we are not able to take 

responsibility for your child until 8:50. Children in reception are invited 

into the classroom at this time to settle and partake in ‘Busy Fingers’ 

before the register is taken at 9am when the school day begins. If it is 

difficult to drop your child off, the school offer a Breakfast (and Tea 

club) for a small charge. This opens at 8am and finishes at 5:30am providing 

there is enough interest. 

 

We are very fortunate to have Mrs Carlisle with the children mornings and 

afternoons (apart from Friday) providing continuity for the Children. On a 

Monday afternoon the Children will be working with Mrs Reeves or Mrs Wilson 

on developing Forest School skills and Tuesday afternoons will be focused on 

physical development. On Wednesday Mrs Richards stays all day to develop the 

children’s Gardening skills and work on the allotment and on Thursday Mrs 

Wilson delivers a structured PE curriculum. On Friday – both morning and 

afternoon - Mrs Tolson works with Class R supporting writing skills along side 

Mrs Richards and in the afternoon Class R go to assembly and buddy time with 

Mrs Slocombe, Mr Sussex and Mrs Reeves. 

 

If you have any questions at all, please do pop in for a chat. 

 

Many thanks 

Mrs Richards 


