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Welcome to the Class R with Miss Beer (Class Teacher) and 
Mrs Carlisle (Teaching assistant). This letter should 

provide you with information about what and how the 

children will be learning this half term. As your Child’s 
learning journey progresses, we will keep up to date 

records using iPads as well as paper observations. This 
information will then be sent to you via the email 

address you have provided, on a monthly basis. If you 

have not yet returned your email address permission 
letter, please do so ASAP.  

 

We also have a Class Dojo page where you can view the 
class blog, which is updated weekly with learning 

experiences the children have been taking part in. I will 
use the email addresses provided for 2simple to invite 

you to do this. A letter with an activation code will also 

be sent home.  
 

Please note that Miss Beer will finish her time in Class R 
and Mrs Richards will return to the post after maternity 

leave. You will have the opportunity to meet her in the few 

weeks leading up to Christmas.  
 

All about me 

During this important settling-in period into Class R and 
the children learning new routines and activities,  we 

will be focusing our learning on celebrating the 
individual child. During this theme the main aim is to 

ensure that each child is growing in confidence and 

there will be a strong focus on certain areas of the Early 
Years curriculum such as ‘Personal, Social and Emotional 

Development.’ It will also help us to get to really know 
your child as my belief is that children thrive when they 

know they are emotionally secure and feel understood in 

their learning environment.   
 

Animals 
We will then explore the whole school theme of animals. 

We will learn about insects, farm animals, zoo animals 

and animals in Antarctica. We will be going on bug 
hunts, counting animals, drawing them, writing a label 

for them and we hope to organise an exciting trip to 

Exmoor Zoo! We will also explore their characteristics and 
share what we know about these animals and learn about 

new animals. 
 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development 



Our topic all about me is an important start to school 
life as it enables the children to talk about themselves 

confidently, sharing their personal experiences with 
friends and comparing their communities with other 

children.  We will think about our physical appearance 

using mirrors, talk about preferences, share stories about 
how home, school and family can be different for different 

Children and much more. We will also share things that 
are important to us during show and tell. Each Child will 

be invited to bring a small item in to show and talk 

about on a Friday. You will be informed when it is your 
Child’s turn with a ‘Show and tell’ slip. 

 

Each Thursday, the children will receive ‘Home learning’ to 
be returned on the following Monday. The activities will 

be vast and varied and directly linked to the learning 
taking place the following week. Please support your Child 

in home learning tasks over the weekend. Any questions, 

please do not hesitate to contact me via class Dojo . 
 

Communication and Language 
The children join in with daily focused times on the 

carpet where we will focus on taking a turn to talk and 

listening to the ideas of others. Each morning we will 
start the day with the register, counting skills and 

talking about the weather. The children will also join in 

with a phonics session planned to suit their learning 
styles and needs, which take place in two groups.   

 
During independent learning time, the children choose 

their own path of learning with or alongside other 

children in the class. Areas such as the role play, small 
world and quiet areas all promote talk and 

communication skills.  
 

Physical Development 

In Class R we have two PE sessions every week which are 
led by Mrs Wilson or Miss Beer. In these sessions we will 

go to the field, playground or yurt and focus on a skill 
such as throwing or catching or travelling in different 

ways. The children will need to bring PE kit in for use on 

a Wednesday and a Friday.  
 

We will also be following a program called ‘Write Dance’ 

where the children learn specific stories and movements 
to music. This will later be used to create a picture where 

the children hold a mark-making tool such as chalk or 
crayons in each hand and follow actions. This process 

will support your Child with pre-writing skills and 

confidence in mark making.    
 



On Friday, our outside learning area will be cleared for 
‘Physical Friday’ where the children will be able to use 

scooters and range of PE equipment.  
 

Please ensure PE kits are named and left in school on the 

children’s pegs. Please only send PE shoes, which the 
children can manage, themselves e.g. velcro or slip ons 

for those that have not mastered laces. PE kit will be sent 
home on a Friday to be washed.   

 

Literacy 
Daily phonics provides the children with skills to learn 

to read and write. Each Child is developing at their own 

pace and our focus at the beginning of the Autumn term 
is listening games. When the Children are ready, we will 

be learning a set of sounds every week. The sounds are 
taught in an order that supports the children in making 

short decodable words such as sat, pin, at, in and so on. 

Each week the sounds that your child has learnt will be 
recorded in their reading record. They will also receive a 

phonics book to complete as part of their home learning. 
 

A reading book will be given to your child within the first 

10 days of them starting school providing that they have 
a book bag. Please record when you have read with your 

child in the green reading record. Books must be in 

school daily to ensure regular reading sessions with 
Miss Beer and Mrs Carlisle.  

 
Maths 

Maths will be taught in a fun and engaging way. Each 

day we will focus on number, shape and pattern or space 
and measure. You will see maths activities throughout 

the learning environment particularly in the sand, water 
and messy play trays outside.  

 

Each morning we will count and develop number skills 
when thinking about how many children are in the class 

today. During singing time we will focus on counting 
songs and number rhymes practicing number 0-10 – 

reciting and recongising the numeral accurately. We will 

then extend this looking at adding and taking away 
using physical objects to help us with this skill and to 

put it in context for children. 

 
Understanding the World 

 
Class R will explore their immediate environment during 

Forest School with Mrs Carlisle on Thursday afternoons. 

The Children will need a set of warm clothes for Forest 
School (e.g. jeans, track suit bottoms, a red school hoody/ 

or another hoody). The clothes will get damp and muddy 



in these sessions. Please ensure all items are clearly 
named. The children are also encouraged to change 

between school shoes and wellies when participating in 
messy activities. Please provide named wellies and store 

them in the blue Wellie rack where they can stay week in 

week out.  
 

The main focus for this half term will be around people 
and communities and children will be encouraged to 

record and share ideas about their own families.  

 
The children will be exploring the use of technological 

toys and the Interactive White Board which we will use in 

a range of ways to support our learning. The children will 
be able to use voice recording devices, CD players, Bee 

Bots, Cameras and iPads where needed.  
 

Expressive Art and Design 

During creative activities the Children are encouraged to 
make build and balance using a range of construction 

materials and tools in a safe environment.  We will be 
recording pictures and writing using pencil, crayon, 

pastel, chalk, poster paint, water colours and ink. We will 

also sculpt and create using play dough, salt dough 
and clay. The children will have free access to collage 

and junk modelling resources and will bring items that 

they have made home due to limited storage space.  
 

Other notices 
 

Web page: http://www.monkleigh-
primary.devon.sch.uk/Monkleigh-School/class-r.html 
 
Before School: To clarify procedures - we are not able to 

take responsibility for your children before an adult is 

on duty on the playground for classes 1 2 and 3 or in 
Class R for Reception children at 8.50am. Children should 

not be in school before this time. If it is difficult to drop 

children off at this time due to work commitments etc, the 
school offers a fantastic B&T club where children can be 

looked after until 8.50am.  
 

If you have any questions or queries please pop in and 

see me after school,  
 

Miss Beer  
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