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World War1 and World War 2. 

Welcome back after the Christmas break, it sounds like everyone had a great time. Its 

lovely to see everyone looking so smart in their uniforms and ready for a new term of 

learning. Our theme across the whole school is World War 1 and 2 as this year it will be 

100 years since World war 1 ended. Class one is going to look at the topic from the 

perspective of what it would have been like to be a child of 5 or 6 year of age during 

the wars. We are going to look at what school was like then, ask why conkers were 

banned as play things in World War 1, find out why pigeons were so important and find 

out what children played with during the wars. 

After half term we will be studying aspects of the second World War through a child’s 

eye and building a shelter in the role play, digging for victory in the garden area and 

finding out what school was like and how rationing affected what the children had to 

eat. We are going to end our topic just before Easter with a V.E Day tea party 

celebration. 

   Science: In this area of the curriculum we are going to be investigating 

the changes that take place throughout the four seasons. During science week (19th -

23rd February 2018) we are going to visit Rosemoor Gardens Education centre on 21st 

February to study plant education and then develop our garden area behind the Yurt so 

that we can grow vegetables and edible flowers. We will send a more detailed letter 

nearer the time. 

Forest Schools: this will take place on Thursday afternoons for the next half term and 

children will need to bring their forest School clothing to change into on a Thursday. 

P.E. will be focussing on gymnastic skills for the first half term and children will need 

to come to school in their P.E kits on Thursday morning as we have booked Monkleigh 



Village hall for gymnastic lessons and we will need to leave school promptly once the 

register has been taken. We will be at the hall for an hour.  

So, on Thursdays for the first Half term children will need to come to school in their 

P.E kit and then change into Forest school clothes after P.E. They will not need their 

ordinary uniform on a Thursday otherwise we will be changing three times in one day!   

 

Maths: Year 1 pupils will be focussing on counting beyond 20 and making number bonds 

within 20 and then applying that up to 100. We will also be identifying odd and even 

numbers and solving addition, subtraction, simple division and multiplication and 

fractions such as half and quarter. In shape and space we will be identifying common 2 

and 3 D shapes and using water to explore volume and capacity. 

Year 2 pupils will be focussing on multiplication and division within the 2 x, 5 x and 10 x 

tables and all year pupils need to learn these tables. Please practise them at home and 

find real examples when out shopping or on the beach! In shape and space we will be 

identifying common 2 and 3 D shapes and using water to explore volume and capacity. 

Class 1 pupils will be learning to recognise the value of the coins and add and subtract 

using them. It would support their learning if the children could have opportunities to 

spend money up to £1.00 or £2.00 in a shop. 

English:  

For the first few weeks we will be writing stories based on the book Augustus and his 

smile. This is a lovely book with lots of descriptive adjectives and this will help the 

children to write noun phrases to add detail to their work. We will also be writing fact 

cards linked to our topics. 

Reading: 

Please continue to read a variety of books including poetry in addition to the school 

reading books. We are very lucky to have such supportive families who hear children 

read regularly and this is certainly reflected in their confidence in reading skills. We 



will hear children read individually at least twice a week and in addition through lessons 

such as phonics and guided reading. 

Phonics continues to be a key part of the curriculum for class 1 and Year 1 children will 

focussing on phase 5 and practising new sounds to learn how to say and write those 

sounds, and key tricky words which do not follow the rules, in order to support their 

spelling and reading. Year 2 children will be revising the sounds and moving onto using 

them in spellings and key words specified for year 2. 

This half term we have Katie Brookes working in class 1 to support her studies and 

training to be a Teaching Assistant. We have really enjoyed working with Katie in 

September and October and look forward to having extra support for the children in 

class 1 over the next six weeks. 

We are looking forward to an interesting, busy term of learning. If you have any 

questions please see the class 1 team at school or you can email cslocombe@monkleigh-

primary.devon.sch.uk or message on class dojo. 

Thank you for your continuing support. 

Kind Regards 

Kate Slocombe and Amanda Mayhew. 

 

 

 

mailto:cslocombe@monkleigh-primary.devon.sch.uk
mailto:cslocombe@monkleigh-primary.devon.sch.uk

